[Ross procedure - how to minimize the effects of learning curve].
The introduction of new procedures in surgery usually implies the costs of the so called learning curve. However patients should not suffer the negative effects of surgeon's learning curves. We report our results with the first 15 Ross procedures, a single surgeon and institution experience, and how it was possible to build a safe learning curve without major consequences for the patients. We emphasize the need for a continuous program of surgical performance assessment throughout the learning curve period, as was demonstrated in our series.